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From the Elder
“DOES YOUR ‘SABBATH SCHOOL CAR’ HAVE FOUR GOOD TIRES?”

Hello, Family, 

Try to “wrap” your mind around this ridiculous 
notion! What if a family of four decided to go 
on a “Driving Vacation” in a car that had only 
three Tires? Not the most workable vision. 

As ridiculous as this notion seems, did you 
know that many Congregations are attempting 
the same thing when it comes to putting Sabbath 
School Ministry into action?

Just as four “Good”, and “Well Inflated Tires” 
are required to give a car the capacity to 
effectively move people from “Points A-Z”, 
there are Four Goals/Purposes that are required 
to produce an effective Sabbath School Ministry 
in the Local Church. Complete success is 
dependent on balancing the following Four 
Goals/Purposes.

A definition of what Sabbath School is would be 
helpful here. 
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Sabbath School is a Small Group-Driven 
Seventh-day Adventist Educational Fellowship 
that builds Faith and Practice in the context of 
the Four Goals/Purposes of Sabbath School 
which are:

1. Bible Study
2. Fellowship and Nurture
3. Community Outreach
4. World Mission Emphasis

Please look at the Four previously mentioned 
Goals/Purposes as equivalent to the “Four Good 
Tires” in our illustration. Just like an excellently 
rolling car, these Goals/Purposes must be placed 
into operation to assist your Local Sabbath 
School Ministry toward Balanced 
Effectiveness”. 

I appeal to you to take a good look at the 
manner in which your Local Church Sabbath 
School Ministry operates. Is it as “Balanced” as 
it can be? 

Let us unitedly Pray and Work for movement in 
the direction of this “Blessed Balance!”

MARANATHA!
JAJ II
IT’S ALL ABOUT SABBATH SCHOOL

Compassion and the Christmas Season
It is clear that Jesus was not born on December 25. 

That does not mean Adventists cannot practice compassion 
during the Christmas season. Compassion must be a lifestyle 
that permeates every waking hour, every day of the year, 
including the holiday season. Compassion was a priority of 
Jesus daily, even during the holidays: “But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them” – 
Matthew 9:36 (NKJV). 

Do not spend the Christmas season fighting those who 
celebrate it, attacking Christmas trees, or trying to keep others 
from mentioning the word. Rather, show compassion to 
someone. That’s what Jesus would do.

Tips of Compassion to do during the Christmas Season:

1. Prepare a banquet for families that go hungry.
2. Organize a coat drive.
3. Coordinate a toy drive for kids in need.
4. Visit someone who is lonely or recently lost a 

loved one. 
5. Invite a homeless for soup or pizza at a deli.
6. Sing songs about Jesus’ birth with your youth 

group at a busy corner of your city. 
7. Visit a cancer ward in a hospital.
8. Visit a waiting room at a hospital emergency 

room during late hours and give out some hugs 
and hot chocolate.

9. Arrange a visit to a local jail.
10. Send cookies and a great book to a soldier 

deployed overseas.
11. Visit affluent families and businesses and request 

their partnership with your youth group to 
sponsor a family in need.

12. Invite your neighbors over for dessert.
13. Invite college students, who cannot afford to go 

home for the holidays, to your Christmas dinner.
Remember: “For as much as you did it to the least of 
these, you did it to me” – Jesus.

Pastor José Cortes, Jr.
Associate Ministerial Director for Evangelism NAD

EXCELLENT RESOURCES   
Visit – www.adventsource.org – 800.328.0525
www.adventistbookcenter.com – 800.765.6955

Teacher Training on the Go
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Author: Keith Johnson
Price: $31.95

A Hole in the Soul – Bible Study Guide

Author: Omar Miranda
Price: $5.99 (Discounts)

WHAT’S HOT
MINISTRIES IN ACTION 

Camp Meeting Takes a Different Spin

Instead of attending afternoon seminars at 
the 2016 Allegheny East Conference (AEC) Camp 

Meeting, campers participated in local service 
opportunities.

Service activities included sponsoring a 
community kids’ health fair, volunteering at a 
community garden, distributing flowers in a nursing 
home, writing letters to prisoners and distributing 
balloons with words of encouragement, AEC even 
sponsored a “senior prom,” with boutonnieres and 
corsages at another nursing home.

The outreach activities modeled activities 
participants can do in their own communities when 
they return home, says J. Fordham, III, AEC 
president.

Over the course of the 10-day encampment, 
camp meeting attendees and staff interacted with 
nearly 700 people. More than 100 camp meeting 
attendees volunteered, including participants from 
the teen tent. “Our goal was to go into our 
communities to tell them about the love of Jesus,” 
Fordham says.

Visitor, September 2016

Relationship Management Strategies
Offer a “Fix-it” Statement during a Broken 

Conversation
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Airline agents. They are often the bearer of 
unavoidably bad news in person-weather delays, delays 
due to mechanical repairs, lost luggage, overbooking. 
The list goes on and on. Airline agents attempt to repair 
your broken experience with fix-its or tools-like 
rebooking and vouchers-to problem solve and address the 
ultimate goal to get you to your destination.   

It’s probably safe to assume that we’ve all had 
conversations where we could use a fix-it. A simple 
discussion breaks into a disagreement or gets stuck going 
around in circles. In these broken conversations, past 
mistakes may get brought to the surface, regretful 
comments are made, and blame is present. No matter 
who said what, or who “started it,” it’s time to refocus 
and fix it.

To do this, you need to let go of blame and focus 
on the repair. Do you want to be right, or do you want a 
resolution? Use your self-awareness skills to see what 
you are contributing to the situation, self-manage to put 
your tendencies aside and choose the high road. Your 
social awareness skills can help you identify what the 
other person brought to the table or feels. Looking at 
both sides will help you figure out where the interaction 
broke down, and which “fix-it” statement is needed to 
begin the repairs. Fix-it statements feel like a breath of 
fresh air, are neutral in tone, and find common ground. A 
“fix-it” statement can be as simple as saying, “This is 
hard,” or asking how the person is feeling. Most 
conversations can benefit from a “fix-it”, and won’t do 
any harm if you feel the conversation breaking down.

This strategy will help you maintain open lines 
of communication when you’re upset, and with conscious 
effect and practice, you will be able to fix your broken 
conversations before they become damaged beyond 
repair.

Emotional Intelligence 2.0
PERSONAL MINISTRIES – SABBATH SCHOOL’S    

PARTNER IN MINISTRY

HISTORY OF 
PERSONAL MINISTRIES 

(Part 2 of 2)

The Personal Ministries Statement of Purpose: 
Equipping and Mobilizing the Membership to 
Accomplish the World Mission of the Church.

The Lay Activities Department

At the 1966 General Conference session the 
General Conference Home Missionary Department 
became the Lay Activities Department. It was assigned 
the tasks of fostering the activities of laity in local 
missionary service. “Missionary service” meant personal 
or public evangelism or Community Service, once known 
as Health and Welfare Service. There were 
corresponding departments in the divisions, unions, and 
conferences. 

The Church Ministries Department

At the 1985 the General Conference session the 
Lay Activities Department became part of the newly 
formed Church Ministries Department, Church Ministries 
was a merger of four former departments of the General 
Conference: Lay Activities, Sabbath School, Stewardship 
and Development, Youth, and Home and Family Service. 

Personal Ministries

Some world divisions felt that Personal 
Ministries better described the work of the department 
than “lay activities,” and began using this title for the 
department. The title was officially adopted in 1995. 

Sabbath School and Personal Ministries Department

In 1995, the Church Ministries Department was 
dissolved and Sabbath School and Personal Ministries 
were combined into one department. This organizational 
pattern functions at the Conference, Mission, Union, 
Division and General Conference levels. At the local 
church level Sabbath School and Personal Ministries 
continue to function as two separate entities.  

Personal Ministries Handbook
Go One Million edition

   &
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Ministry Description #12– Community Services Volunteer

Author: North American Division, US$29.95 – AdventSource

Christ identified with the poor and oppressed. “He fed the 
hungry and healed the sick. By the good He accomplished, by 
His loving words and kindly deeds, He interpreted the Gospel 
to men,” comments Ellen White.  God calls every man and 
woman to service. A community service volunteer is a 
ministering servant of God. 

Duties of the Community Services Volunteer
The program varies from place to place, based on local 
need. The work of a community services volunteer might 
include any of the following activities:  

1. Adopt a Grandparent; Cooking School; Financial 
Counseling; Preparing for Baby Class

2. ADRA Volunteer; First Aid Class; Advocacy 
Program; Visiting the Sick; Homeless Shelter

3. Alcohol Program; Craft Class; Follow-up Contacts
4. Baby Care Class; Disaster Response; Deaf Services
5. Community Cupboard; Clothing/Bedding Program
6. Big Brother/Sister; Health Education; Home Nursing
7. Field Trips; Job Finding Service; Legal Aid; Literacy 

Tutoring; Tax Assistance; Parenting Seminar
8. Marriage Seminar; Meals on Wheels; Migrant 

Ministry; Grantsmanship; Drug Abuse Detox 
9. Newcomer Ministry; Operation Overcoat; Soup 

Kitchen; Families of Prisoners; Family Counseling
10. Operation Paintbrush; Senior Citizen Lunches

Resource Materials
Ministries of Compassion 

Health Screening Handbook is the official program guide for 
the setting up a van ministry, health fairs, etc.
.
Welfare Ministry and The Ministry of Healing

All resources available through an Adventist Book Center or 
the ABC Hotline 1.800.765.6955.
Inmate Spiritual Counseling Curriculum Segments

“Inmate Spiritual Counseling” with an emphasis on Volunteer 
Prison Chaplaincy, is the new training curriculum for those 
who are very serious about updating their Prison Ministry 

skills. The 35-hour course is offered by the North American 
Division Academy of Continuing Education, and will be 
conducted in association with the International Institute of 
Christian Ministry of the General Conference Sabbath 
School/Personal Ministries Department, which has a direct 
relationship with Griggs University. Continuing Education 
Credit is a possibility for college credits in the future.

Ministry to Women’s Issues VCHP.301

A survey of the major issues women face in a correctional and 
post correctional setting: female issues, children concerns, 
jobs, housing, survival skills, community reintegration, self-
esteem issues, helping women to become independent and to 
avoid dependency traps. 

DESCRIPTION
This Module will help the student with the major issues that 
women face in Department of Correction Facilities. The 
impact of imprisonment will be seen on the social, historical, 
psychological and emotional levels. Facts of imprisonment and 
disparities of imprisonment among women will be portrayed in 
this Module. 

OVERVIEW
This Module will help the student to gain a fundamental 
knowledge of the impact of imprisonment of women and the 
devastating effects of imprisonment on families. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. To expose the student to the major issues women face 

in prison.

2. To expose the student to the effects of incarceration 
on families. 

3. To gain a fundamental understanding of the inequities 
of female incarceration.

4. To gain an understanding of the social, psychological 
and historical significance of female incarceration, to 
develop ministry programs for female inmates and 
their families.  

Required Resources
Mother in Prison, Phyllis Jo Baunach

Analyzing Women’s Imprisonment, Pat Carlen and Anne 
Worrall

PRISON MINISTRY HAPPENINGS

Angel Tree Program
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Imagine you are a child whose mother or father is 
locked away in prison this holiday season. Not only do 
you feel the sting of loneliness, you likely will awaken 

to an empty stocking Christmas morning.

Sadly, for too many children, this is not an imaginary 
scenario. According to U.S. News & World Report (April 
2002), an estimated 10 million children nationwide have 
had a mother or father or both behind bars at some point 
in their lives. Nearly 2 million children currently have an 
incarcerated parent, according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Justice Statistics.  

The light in this dark picture is that scores of such 
children will have a happier experience December 25, 
thanks to Mary Kay Beard and Prison Fellowship’s 
Angel Tree ministry.

Angel Tree debuted in 1982 when Beard, an ex-prisoner, 
received permission to erect Christmas trees in shopping 
malls to recruit shoppers to purchase presents for 
prisoners’ children. In Angel Tree’s first year, Prison 
Fellowship volunteers distributed Christmas presents to 
556 Alabama children. The program later expanded to 
last long after the Christmas trees have been taken down. 
Angel Tree volunteers now help kids get school supplies, 
provide mentoring and even taken children camping. 

“When kids receive a Christmas gift from a parent who’s 
away, they know that they are loved and remembered 
even if they can’t be together,” says Beard, who served 
part of a 22-year sentence for burglary, grand larceny 
and robbery.

Janet Chismar, Senior Editor, News & Culture Internet
 

editor’s p.s.

2017 Words of Wisdom
Old Year 2016 will soon bow graciously to New Year 2017 
filled with days, weeks, and months of new joys, excitements, 
challenges, hopes, realities. A new beginning. 

Don’t be discouraged; it may be the last key in the bunch that 
opens the door – Stonsifer.

Laughter is the tranquilizer with no side effects – Arnold 
Glasgow.

“With God all things are possible” – Matthew 19:26

I’m outta here – cb


